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Racing Rules of Sailing 
Rule 44.3 

 
A submission from the Croatian Sailing Federation 

Proposal: 
Delete 44.3 (b) to read: 

44.3 Scoring Penalty  

(a) A boat takes a Scoring Penalty by displaying a yellow flag at the first reasonable 
opportunity after the incident, keeping it displayed until finishing, and calling the 
race committee’s attention to it at the finishing line. At that time she shall also 
inform the race committee of the identity of the other boat involved in the 
incident. If this is impracticable, she shall do so at the first reasonable opportunity 
within the time limit for protests. 

(b) If a boat displays a yellow flag, she shall also comply with the other parts of rule 
44.3(a). 

(c)(b)  The boat’s penalty score shall be the score for the place worse than her actual 
finishing place by the number of places stated in the sailing instructions, except 
that she shall not be scored worse than Did Not Finish. When the sailing 
instructions do not state the number of places, the number shall be the whole 
number (rounding 0.5 upward) nearest to 20% of the number of boats entered. The 
scores of other boats shall not be changed; therefore, two boats may receive the 
same score. 

Current Position: 

44.3 Scoring Penalty  

 (a) A boat takes a Scoring Penalty by displaying a yellow flag at the first reasonable 
opportunity after the incident, keeping it displayed until finishing, and calling the 
race committee’s attention to it at the finishing line. At that time she shall also 
inform the race committee of the identity of the other boat involved in the 
incident. If this is impracticable, she shall do so at the first reasonable opportunity 
within the time limit for protests. 

(b) If a boat displays a yellow flag, she shall also comply with the other parts of rule 
44.3(a). 

(c) The boat’s penalty score shall be the score for the place worse than her actual 
finishing place by the number of places stated in the sailing instructions, except 
that she shall not be scored worse than Did Not Finish. When the sailing 
instructions do not state the number of places, the number shall be the whole 
number (rounding 0.5 upward) nearest to 20% of the number of boats entered. The 
scores of other boats shall not be changed; therefore, two boats may receive the 
same score. 

Reason: 
Rule is unnecessary. RRS 44.3 (b) is repeating what is already required by rule 44.3(a).  


